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Professor Marion Saville, Australian Centre for the Prevention of Cervical Cancer
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Cancer Council Australia Cervical Cancer Screening 
Working Party. Clinical pathway: Cervical screening 
pathway. National Cervical Screening Program Guidelines 
for the management of screen detected abnormalities, 
screening in specific populations and investigation of 
abnormal vaginal bleeding. Accessible from 
http://wiki.cancer.org.au/australia/GuidelinesCervical_canc
er/Screening. Updated Dec 2020.
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PHN Cancer 
Screening Webinar

National Bowel Cancer Screening 
Program

A/Prof Justin Tse
Melbourne Medical School
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Acknowledgement of 
Country
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people 
who are the traditional custodians of the 
land on which we meet today and 
acknowledge and pay our respects to 
their Elders past and present.

We acknowledge those who are meeting 
on other first nation lands and pay 
respect to their Elders past and present.



Cancer Screening Webinar – Colorectal Cancer

Objective 1

Identify changes to the National Bowel Cancer 
Screening Program Guidelines and evidence 
supporting them

/<

Objective 2

Discuss changes required in clinical practice as 
a result of cervical and bowel screening 
guideline updates



5-year relative survival rates 
– 2013

Victoria – 2023
Bowel Cancer – Stage 1
diagnosis – over 90% 
(5-year survival rate)

Overall 5-year survival 
rate – now at 73% for 
Bowel Cancer

Cancer in Australia = 5-year survival rates



Cancer Council of Victoria – Registry report 2022 - link

Relative survival rate – high for Breast, Prostate, 
Melanoma and Bowel Cancer



The symptomatic 
patient

Screening programs for CRC 
are targeted for 
asymptomatic patients

- If a patient presents with 
symptoms or signs, the 
Optimal Care Pathways 
suggest the following ->



The RACGP Red Book Guidelines



The National Bowel Cancer Screening Program

National program – started in 2006 with expansion 
of age range in 2014 to 50–74-year-old
2024 – new age range 45–74-year-old

The rationale ->
� Evidence that early detection improves 5-year 

survival rate iFOBT. Safe and reliable test. Easy 
to use.

� iFOBT can reduce deaths from the disease by 36 
per cent

� Still low uptake rate – 40% of eligible population
� Completed every two years
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Dan Buchanan – VCCC Monday Lunch Live (link)
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Dan Buchanan – VCCC Monday Lunch Live (link)



Dan Buchanan – VCCC Monday Lunch Live (link)



New age range –
45 to 74 years old 

4<

National Bowel Cancer 
Screening Program | 
Australian Government 
Department of Health and 
Aged Care - link

� Phone 1800627701 / web-form
� 45–49-year-old – must call up



Pause

4�

Reflection
As a primary care doctor
7 Are we proactive in cancer screening in all cancers including colorectal 

cancer?
7 If the participation rate is 40%, what can my clinic to do to increase this 

participation rate?
7 How can we encourage prevention and early detection in the 40–50-year-old 

age group of cancer and other conditions?

Fact – Cancer Council of Victoria states there will be 30,000 undiagnosed 
cancers by 2028 in Victoria due to a fall in screening rates post COVID pandemic



General Practice pack - online access to information
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