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Primary Care Proactive Engagement grants: 
registration information  

Registrations sought from general practice 

Background 

North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network (NWMPHN) is providing funding to support general 

practices to participate in proactive engagement and activities that promote:  

• uptake of COVID-19 and influenza vaccinations 

• early assessment and treatment for COVID-19. 

The funding is in the form of Primary Care Proactive Engagement grants – an initiative of the Australian 

Government under its Vulnerable Population program. It seeks to provide short-term local solutions to 

supplement existing arrangements for the delivery of vaccinations to at-risk populations.  

COVID-19 cases are surging in the NWMPHN region, further waves are expected and there is a high 

prevalence of other respiratory conditions. It is vital for general practices to plan for early assessment and 

treatment of at-risk patients to prevent severe symptoms, poor outcomes and hospitalisation.   

What is involved? 

• Conduct database searches to identify vulnerable patients at risk of poor outcomes if they contract 

COVID-19.  

• Reach out to your vulnerable patient cohort – contact a minimum of 150 individuals but aim for 200 

plus.   

• Conduct an initial phone call and progress to screening if patient consents.  

• Organise a follow-up appointment for those who require: 

o a COVID-19 or influenza vaccination or 

o a GP consultation to assess and plan for early antiviral prescription (consultation may be 

face-to-face, or by telehealth if the patient meets the MBS criteria). 

• Develop winter treatment plans for consenting individuals.   

• Submit data to NWMPHN (using an online Microsoft Form) within 3 weeks of completing the activity 

period.  

• The activity needs to be undertaken within a maximum timeframe of 8-weeks from approval of the 

registration.    

NWMPHN will fund $5,000 (ex. GST) per practice for this activity. A payment of 50 per cent is payable at 

the start, with the remainder provided following submission of activity data.    

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Factsheet-Anti-Virals-C19


  
 
  

 

Page 2 of 3 

Primary Care Proactive 

Engagement grants  

Version: 1.0 

Date Approved: 21 July 2022 

 

**Uncontrolled when printed** 

Date Printed: 26 July 2022 

 

Registration information  

NWMPHN will provide resources to assist the practice to undertake this activity. It is not mandatory to 

use them, but they comprise:  

• an activity description guide  

• winter treatment plan templates  

• instructions on how to conduct a database search  

• a daily tracking template for data collection  

• other resources available on the NWMPHN website: COVID-19 Treatment Planning in General 

Practice.   

To be eligible:  

• The practice must be located in the NWMPHN catchment  

• It must be a current licensed Commonwealth COVID-19 vaccine provider   

• It must have current insurances for:    

o public liability: minimum $20 million per claim   

o professional or medical indemnity: minimum $10 million per claim   

o Workers compensation  

• Providers are not permitted to charge co-payments for COVID-19 vaccine administration, consistent 

with the Australian Government’s commitment that the vaccine will be free.  

How to apply 

If you are interested in the Primary Care Proactive Engagement grant, please complete the online 

registration form. This includes the terms of agreement, observation of which is mandatory.  

Registration closes at 12pm on Wednesday, 3 August 2022. 

There are a limited number of grants available. The registration date may be extended if they are not all 

allocated in the first tranche.   

Notifications 

• Practices will receive a confirmation that their registration has been received.   

• Within 5 days of registering, practices will receive email notification that registration and approval of 

the grant amount is successful.   

• Ineligible practices will also be notified by email.   

https://nwmphn.org.au/for-primary-care/covid-19/covid-19-treatment-planning/
https://nwmphn.org.au/for-primary-care/covid-19/covid-19-treatment-planning/
https://forms.office.com/r/xDCiPxM1d0
https://forms.office.com/r/xDCiPxM1d0
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• Practices will receive a copy of the previously accepted Terms of Agreement by email within 10 

business days of registering. This is for record-keeping only.  

For more information contact: 

Christine Ferlazzo 

Phone: 9347 1188 

Email:  Christine.ferlazzo@nwmphn.org.au  

Or  

Shinae Tobin-Salzman 

Phone: 9347 1188 

Email:  Shinae.Tobin-Salzman@nwmphn.org.au  

 

ABOUT PHNs  

Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, Primary Health Networks (PHNs) 
began operation on 1 July 2015 and are responsible for coordinating primary health care 
and facilitating improved health outcomes in their local community. Melbourne Primary 
Care Network operates the North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network 
(NWMPHN). 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the peoples of the Kulin nation as the Traditional Owners of the land on which 

our work in the community takes place. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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