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31 October 2018 
 
More statewide paediatric care pathways released 

 

The Statewide Paediatric HealthPathways Project is expanding, adding 16 new pathways focused on 
delivering better, safer care for children in general practice and reducing the pressure on hospital 
emergency departments. 

The Project is a collaboration between the Victorian Primary Health Network Alliance (VPHNA) and 
Safer Care Victoria’s Paediatric Clinical Network, translating evidence-based clinical practice guidelines 
into care pathways for GP use. 

The 16 new pathways will be released at the end of October, covering the unwell child, neurology, ear, 
nose and throat (ENT), and allergy conditions. These add to pathways released at the start of 2018, 
which focused on respiratory and gastrointestinal conditions. 

The pathways are designed for use during GP consultations and help GPs to provide best practice care 
for young patients presenting with these conditions.  

They are written by GP clinical editors through collaboration with local GPs, hospital-based specialists, 
nurses, allied health professionals and other subject matter experts. GPs across the state can gain 
access to the HealthPathways through their local Primary Health Networks. 
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Adj/Associate Professor Christopher Carter, CEO of North Western Melbourne Primary Health 
Network, said the expanding range of pathways available would support best practice paediatric care 
in general practice.  

“Children aged 0-4 are the highest users of hospital emergency departments, but in many cases they 
can be cared for perfectly well in general practice,” A/Prof Carter said. “These pathways will help all 
GPs to provide high quality paediatric care in the community, and also help to reduce the strain on our 
hospitals.”  

Dr Scott Parsons, Lead GP Clinical Editor at North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network, said 
that the statewide pathways are a result of widespread consultation and collaboration.  

“They will be a useful tool for GPs in the primary care setting in looking after children with common 
paediatric conditions,” Dr Parsons said. 

HealthPathways is a free, web-based tool with relevant, local and evidence-based information on the 
assessment and management of common clinical conditions, including referral guidance, clinical and 
patient resources. GPs can get access to HealthPathways by contacting their local Primary Health 
Network – visit vphna.org.au to find your PHN.   

 
 

For all enquiries: 
 
Jeremy Kennett 
Communications Coordinator 

Phone: (03) 9347 1188, 0438 974 965 

Email:  jeremy.kennett@nwmphn.org.au  or  newsletter@nwmphn.org.au  
Web:  www.nwmphn.org.au 
 

Don’t forget to find us on:  

              @NWMelbPHN and on                http://www.facebook.com/nwmphn   or                linked in 
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While the Australian Government Department of Health has contributed to the funding of this material, the information contained 
in it does not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government and is not advice that is provided, or information that is 
endorsed, by the Australian Government. The Australian Government is not responsible in negligence or otherwise for any injury, 
loss or damage however arising from the use of or reliance on the information provided herein 

 

ABOUT PHNs  
Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, PHNs began operation on 1 July 2015 and 
are responsible for coordinating primary health care and facilitating improved health outcomes 
in their local community. Melbourne Primary Care Network operates the North Western 
Melbourne PHN. 

We acknowledge the peoples of the Kulin nation as the Traditional Owners of the land on which 
our work in the community takes place. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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