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New directors join NWMPHN Board

 

New NWMPHN Board directors Damian Ferrie, Genevieve Overell and Dr Kathy Alexander. 

Three new directors have joined the North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network Board of 
Directors, bringing with them a wealth of experience in government, community services and health 
management. 

Dr Kathy Alexander is an experienced board member and chair in public, private and not for profit 
organisations with an international reputation for stakeholder management, community engagement 
and effective public relations in complex and politically sensitive environments.  

Dr Alexander has held a range of board and executive roles, including as the CEO of the Royal 
Children’s and Royal Women’s hospitals in Victoria, the CEO of the City of Melbourne, Chair of 
Administrators of the City of Greater Geelong, and Chair of Eastern Melbourne Primary Health 
Network. 

Damian Ferrie is currently the CEO of the Star Health Group Ltd, a community health provider in the 
Bayside suburbs of Melbourne, and has a wealth of experience in the not for profit sector including 
the acute hospital sector.  

Mr Ferrie is Chair of Mental Health Victoria and a Director of the Inner South East Metropolitan 
Partnership. Recently has held positions of the Boards of the Victorian Healthcare Association and Port 
Philip Housing Association (now Housing First). 

A lawyer by background, Genevieve Overell has extensive experience on boards across the public 
sector, charities, international trade and investment, health sector, industry peak bodies, professional 
membership organisations, consultative committees and the arts. 

Ms Overell has held a range of senior government roles including as a Deputy Secretary in the 
Victorian Government responsible for land-use planning, building, was a partner at KPMG specialising 



   

 

in major public infrastructure projects and is a Past President of the Victorian Branch of the Australian 
College of Health Services Management. 

NWMPHN Chair Dr Ines Rio welcomed the new directors to the Board, saying the diversity and 
breadth of their experience would strengthen the Board’s ability to provide oversight and guide the 
future direction of the organisation. 

“An experienced, diverse and engaged Board of Directors is crucial to the success of NWMPHN, and I 
am confident our new directors will make our already highly effective Board even stronger,” Dr Rio 
said. 

 

For all enquiries: 
Jeremy Kennett 
Communications Coordinator 

Phone: (03) 9347 1188  

Email:  jeremy.kennett@nwmphn.org.au  or  newsletter@nwmphn.org.au  
Web:  www.nwmphn.org.au 
 

Don’t forget to find us on:  

              @NWMelbPHN and on                http://www.facebook.com/nwmphn   or                linked in 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the Australian Government Department of Health has contributed to the funding of this material, the information contained 
in it does not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government and is not advice that is provided, or information that is 
endorsed, by the Australian Government. The Australian Government is not responsible in negligence or otherwise for any injury, 
loss or damage however arising from the use of or reliance on the information provided herein 

 

ABOUT PHNs  
Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, PHNs began operation on 1 July 2015 and 
are responsible for coordinating primary health care and facilitating improved health outcomes 
in their local community. Melbourne Primary Care Network operates the North Western 
Melbourne PHN. 

 

We acknowledge the peoples of the Kulin nation as the Traditional Owners of the land on which 
our work in the community takes place. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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