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Tenders open for LGBTIQ Affirmative Practice Training
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NWMPHN CEO Chris Carter (right) and Suicide Prevention Officer Chris Schildt (left) say the training is an important step towards better care.

North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network is looking for organisations to develop and deliver
a tailored training package for mental health services, frontline staff and GPs in how to provide a safe
and inclusive space for LGBTI+ people accessing their services.

The new training program is the first of a range of services which will be developed under a Victorian-
first suicide prevention trial targeting high suicide risk in the LGBTI+ community. The $3 million trial
aims to break down barriers to treatment for LGBTI+ people and ensure health services are safe and

inclusive.

A request for tender process is open now to develop the Affirmative Practice Training program, which
Interested organisations have until 3 August 2018 to submit a tender. Other tenders soon to be

released as part of the trial include:

¢ Individual Mentorship: develop and implement a model of mentorship to support LGBTI+ young people
and individuals in vulnerable life stages - opens 23 July 2018

e Family Mentorship: develop and implement a model of mentorship for families with an LGBTI+ loved one
- opens 30 July 2018

e  Aftercare: a service of support for LGBTI+ people who have attempted suicide - opens 6 August 2018.

NWMPHN Suicide Prevention and Intervention Project Officer Christopher Schildt said a key focus for
the training program was improving the way LGBTI+ people experience the health system, and the
quality of the care they receive.




“We want LGBTI+ people to feel welcomed and supported when they access health services, so they
are more likely to seek help when they need it,” he said. “This in turn can prevent minor health issues
from becoming major problems, keeping LGBTI+ people well and in the community.”

NWMPNN CEO Adjunct Associate Professor Christopher Carter said the Affirmative Practice Training
would also help give GPs and other health professionals more confidence and expertise when treating
LGBTI+ people.

“Creating a more welcoming and understanding health system is one of the clearest ways we can help
keep LGBTI+ people engaged with the health system,” A/Prof Carter said.

“This training will help health professionals and organisations be part of that change, providing a
better care experience not only for their patients but also for themselves.”

For more information and to submit a tender please visit https://www.tenderlink.com/mpcn/

Jeremy Kennett
Communications Coordinator

Phone: (03) 9347 1188
Email: jeremy.kennett@nwmphn.org.au or newsletter@nwmphn.org.au

Web: www.nwmphn.org.au

Don'’t forget to find us on:

Q @NWMelbPHN and on ﬂ http://www.facebook.com/nwmphn or a linked in

ABOUT PHNs

Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, PHNs began operation on 1 July 2015 and
are responsible for coordinating primary health care and facilitating improved health outcomes
in their local community. Melbourne Primary Care Network operates the North Western
Melbourne PHN.

While the Australian Government Department of Health has contributed to the funding of this material, the information contained
in it does not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government and is not advice that is provided, or information that is
endorsed, by the Australian Government. The Australian Government is not responsible in negligence or otherwise for any injury,
loss or damage however arising from the use of or reliance on the information provided herein

We acknowledge the peoples of the Kulin nation as the Traditional Owners of the land on which
our work in the community takes place. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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